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Highlights 

This report provides estimates of student victimization as defined by the 2005 School Crime Supplement 
(SCS) to the 2005 National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS). 1 NCVS is the nation’s primary source of 
information on crime victimization and the victims of crime in the United States. SCS is a supplement to 
NCVS that was created to collect information about school-related victimization on a national level. SCS was 
conducted in 1989, 1995, 1999, 2001, 2003, and 2005. The survey is designed to assist policymakers as well 
as academic researchers and practitioners at the federal, state, and local levels in making informed decisions 
concerning crime in schools. 

Following the introduction, this report presents five sections of results. The first two sections discuss the 
prevalence and type of student victimization at school and selected characteristics of victims, including their 
demographic characteristics and school type. The third section explores victim and nonvictim reports of 
conditions of an unfavorable school climate, such as the presence of gangs and weapons and the availability 
of drugs. The fourth section examines victimization and student reports of security measures taken at school 
to secure school buildings and the use of personnel and enforcement of administrative procedures at school 
to ensure student safety. The fifth section examines fear and avoidance behaviors of victims and nonvictims, 
such as skipping class or avoiding specific places at school. 

Readers should be aware of the limitations of the survey design and the analytical approach used here with 
regard to causality. SCS is cross-sectional and nonexperimental. Further, certain characteristics discussed in 
this report (e.g., school control, gang presence, security guards, and hallway monitors) may be related to one 
another, but this analysis does not control for such possible relationships. Therefore, no causal inferences should 
be made between school or student characteristics and victimization when reading these results. 

Respondents are asked only about victimizations that occurred in the 6 months prior to the administration 
of the survey. Major findings from the 2005 NCVS and SCS include the following: 

► Four percent of students ages 12 through 1 8 reported that they were victims of any crime at school and 
3 percent reported being victims of theft (figure 1 and table B- 1 ) . One percent of students reported being 
victims of violent crime at school (i.e., rape, sexual assault, robbery, or aggravated or simple assault). 

► Three percent of both males and females reported being victims of theft at school (table B-2). The 
percentage of males who reported being victims of a violent crime at school was higher than the percentage 
of females (2 percent vs. 1 percent). 

► Of the students who reported they were victims of a violent crime at school, the percentage of 6th-grade 
and 7th-grade (2 percent and 3 percent, respectively) students was higher than the percentage of 10th- 
grade (1 percent) students (table B-2). 

► Five percent of student victims of any crime reported living in households with incomes of $35,000-49,999 
or $50,000 or more, which was higher than students who reported being victims of any crime living in 
households with incomes of $25,000-34,999 (2 percent) (table B-2). 

► Of those students who reported being victims of violent crime, a higher percentage reported receiving 
mostly C’s (2 percent) than students who reported receiving mostly A’s (1 percent) or mostly B’s 
(1 percent) (table B-2). 



1 The SCS data are available for download from the student survey link at the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) 
Crime and Safety Surveys portal, located at http://nces.ed.gov/programs/crime . 
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► Three percent of students who attended public schools reported being victims of theft, compared to 
1 percent of students who attended private schools (table B-2). 

► Forty-one percent of student victims of any crime reported the presence of gangs at school compared to 
23 percent of students who were not victims (figure 2 and table B-3). Forty-two percent of students who 
experienced a violent crime reported having been in a physical fight at school, compared to 5 percent of 
students who did not report a criminal victimization. 

► Fifty percent of student victims of theft and 5 1 percent of student victims of violent crime said drugs were 
available at their schools, compared to 34 percent of students who were not victims (figure 2 and table 
B-3). Twenty-six percent of victims of any crime and 28 percent of victims of theft said that alcohol was 
available at their school, compared to 17 percent of nonvictims of any crime (figure 2 and table B-3). 

► When asked about safety measures at their school, a higher percentage of students who reported being 
victims of theft reported that their schools used security guards or assigned police officers compared 
to nonvictims of any crime (77 percent vs. 68 percent, respectively) (figure 4 and table B-5). A higher 
percentage of students who reported experiencing a theft reported that visitors were required to sign in 
at their school compared to nonvictims of any crime (96 percent vs. 93 percent, respectively). 

► The percentage of student victims of theft and violent crimes who reported being afraid of attack or harm 
at school ( 1 3 percent and 27 percent, respectively) was higher than nonvictims of any crime (6 percent) 
(figure 5 and table B-6). 

► A higher percentage of students reporting violent crime reported avoiding specific places at school because 
of fear of attack or harm than nonvictims of any crime (27 percent vs. 4 percent, respectively) (figure 5 
and table B-6). A higher percentage of students reporting violent crime also reported that they avoided 
extracurricular activities because of fear of attack or harm than students who did not report criminal 
victimization (7 percent vs. 1 percent, respectively). 
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